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The Complete Jewish Bible: A Definitive Guide to the Stern
Translation

The Complete Jewish Bible (CJB), translated by David H. Stern, stands as a unique and
influential resource for understanding the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) and the New Testament
(Brit Chadasha) within a Jewish context. Unlike many other translations that prioritize a literal
rendering or a specific theological perspective, the CJB offers a more nuanced approach,
aiming for both accuracy and readability while retaining a sensitivity to Jewish tradition and
understanding. This article serves as a comprehensive guide to the CJB, exploring its
strengths, limitations, and practical applications.

Understanding the CJB's Approach:

Stern's translation is characterized by several key features that set it apart. First, it employs a
"dynamic equivalence" approach, prioritizing conveying the meaning of the original Hebrew
and Greek texts in clear, contemporary English, rather than adhering strictly to a word-for-
word translation. This makes the text accessible to a wider audience without sacrificing
accuracy. Think of it like translating a song - you wouldn't simply translate each word
individually, but rather convey the overall meaning and emotional impact.

Second, the CJB is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition. Stern, a Jewish scholar himself,
meticulously consulted Jewish commentaries and interpretations throughout the translation
process. This influences his choices in rendering ambiguous passages, often favoring
interpretations consistent with traditional Jewish understanding. This contrasts with many
other translations that may reflect a Christian theological framework.

Third, the CJB includes both the Tanakh (Old Testament) and the Brit Chadasha (New
Testament) in a single volume. This unique arrangement allows for a direct comparison
between the two testaments within their shared historical and literary context. Imagine
reading a biography - having both the early chapters and later chapters together provides a
more complete understanding of the subject's life.



Strengths of the CJB:

Accessibility: The clear and contemporary language makes it easy for both seasoned scholars
and casual readers to understand.

Jewish Perspective: The translation reflects a deeply informed Jewish understanding of the
text, providing valuable insights often overlooked in other translations.

Comprehensive Scope: The inclusion of both the Tanakh and Brit Chadasha in one volume
offers a unique perspective on the development of Jewish thought and practice.

Detailed Footnotes: Stern provides extensive footnotes explaining his translation choices and
offering insightful commentary. These are invaluable for deeper understanding and critical
engagement with the text.

Use of Hebrew and Greek terms: While translated into English, the CJB often retains the
original Hebrew or Greek words, allowing readers to grasp the nuances of the original
languages and appreciate the richness of the text.

Limitations of the CJB:

Potential for Bias: While striving for objectivity, the inherent Jewish perspective may influence
interpretations, potentially leading to disagreements with other translations or theological
viewpoints.

Not suitable for all audiences: The dynamic equivalence approach, while enhancing
readability, may sacrifice some of the poetic beauty and stylistic nuances present in the
original texts.

Lengthy Footnotes: While informative, the extensive footnotes can be overwhelming for some
readers.

Practical Applications of the CJB:
The CJB is a valuable resource for various purposes:

Personal Study: Ideal for individual Bible study, offering both accessibility and a rich Jewish
perspective.

Jewish Education: A cornerstone text for Jewish educational settings, providing a framework
for understanding Tanakh and its relationship to Brit Chadasha.

Interfaith Dialogue: Facilitates meaningful conversations between Jewish and Christian
communities by presenting both testaments within a Jewish framework.

Scholarly Research: Offers a valuable alternative translation for scholars engaged in biblical
studies, providing a different lens through which to interpret the texts.

A Forward-Looking Conclusion:



The Complete Jewish Bible represents a significant contribution to biblical translation. Its
unique approach, combining accessibility with a deeply informed Jewish perspective, makes it
an indispensable resource for anyone seeking a comprehensive and nuanced understanding
of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament. While not without its limitations, its strengths
far outweigh them, making it a valuable tool for personal study, education, and interfaith
dialogue. As biblical scholarship continues to evolve, the CJB's innovative approach will
undoubtedly continue to inspire and inform future translations and interpretations.

Expert-Level FAQs:

1. How does the CJB's handling of the "Messianic prophecies" differ from other translations?
The CJB carefully avoids imposing a specifically Christian interpretation of these passages.
Instead, it presents them within their original historical and literary context, often highlighting
their relevance to Jewish expectations and understanding of the Messiah.

2. What are some key theological differences between the CJB and more traditionally
Christian translations? The CJB emphasizes a covenantal relationship between God and the
Jewish people, avoiding the substitutionary atonement theology often prominent in Christian
interpretations. It also emphasizes the continuity of Jewish tradition and its role in
understanding both the Tanakh and Brit Chadasha.

3. How does the CJB's use of Hebrew and Greek terms enhance understanding? By
incorporating original language terms, the CJB offers a deeper understanding of the linguistic
nuances and subtleties that can be lost in purely English translations. It allows the reader to
engage more directly with the source material and to appreciate the richness of the original
languages.

4. What are some of the most significant debates surrounding Stern's translation choices?
Some debates center around Stern's interpretations of specific passages, especially those
relating to Messianic prophecies and the nature of God's relationship with humanity. Critics
sometimes argue that his Jewish perspective leads to a biased rendering of certain passages.

5. How does the CJB compare to other Jewish translations of the Bible, such as the JPS
Tanakh? While both aim for accuracy, the CJB prioritizes readability and a contemporary
English style, whereas the JPS Tanakh tends towards a more formal and literal translation.
The CJB also uniquely incorporates the Brit Chadasha, providing a comprehensive view of the
texts from a Jewish perspective. This makes the CJB useful for both Jewish and Christian
readers seeking a comprehensive understanding from a distinctly Jewish lens.
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reputable platforms offer high-quality free
eBooks, including classics and public domain
works. However, make sure to verify the
source to ensure the eBook credibility. Can |
read eBooks without an eReader? Absolutely!
Most eBook platforms offer web-based
readers or mobile apps that allow you to read

eBooks on your computer, tablet, or
smartphone. How do | avoid digital eye strain
while reading eBooks? To prevent digital eye
strain, take regular breaks, adjust the font
size and background color, and ensure
proper lighting while reading eBooks. What
the advantage of interactive eBooks?
Interactive eBooks incorporate multimedia
elements, quizzes, and activities, enhancing
the reader engagement and providing a
more immersive learning experience.
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