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Missing Kissinger: An Etgar Keret Story

Etgar Keret, the renowned Israeli author, masterfully navigates the complexities of human
existence in his short stories. His works are imbued with a unique blend of surrealism, humor,
and poignant observations on the human condition. In "Missing Kissinger," Keret delves into
the absurdity of war and the uncanny nature of memory, leaving the reader with a lingering
sense of unease and philosophical reflection.

Synopsis

The story follows a man, unnamed, who receives a series of unexpected phone calls from a
mysterious  woman  claiming  to  be  his  ex-wife.  The  woman's  voice  sounds  familiar  yet
different, her speech laced with a strange, chillingly cheerful tone. As the calls continue, she
delivers cryptic messages about missing items – a photograph of the man's grandmother, a
book of poetry, and finally, the most peculiar one: “Missing Kissinger.”

Confused and bewildered, the man attempts to rationalize the situation, but the calls persist,
each  one  leaving  him  with  a  growing  sense  of  unease.  The  woman's  claims  become
increasingly outlandish, blurring the lines between reality and imagination. She speaks of a
missing war, a forgotten love, and an elusive truth hidden within the depths of their past.

Analysis

The Absurdity of War: Keret masterfully uses the seemingly mundane object, "Kissinger," to
symbolize the absurdity of war and its impact on individual lives. Kissinger, a prominent
figure in American foreign policy, is often associated with the Vietnam War, a conflict that left
a lasting scar on the collective psyche. By making Kissinger a "missing" item, Keret highlights
the  intangible,  yet  profound,  effects  of  war,  which  can  manifest  in  unexpected  ways,  even
haunting the memories of those who weren't directly involved.

The Unreliable Narrator and the Nature of Memory: The story is narrated from the perspective
of the man, whose perception of reality is gradually eroded by the woman's increasingly
bizarre claims. The unreliable narrator trope creates a sense of ambiguity and confusion,
mirroring the fragmented nature of memory and the fallibility of human perception.

The Uncanny and the Power of Suggestion: Throughout the story, Keret skillfully employs the
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uncanny, a feeling of unease that arises from the unsettlingly familiar. The woman's voice,
familiar  yet  distorted,  and  her  cryptic  messages,  both  mundane  and  surreal,  create  a
disquieting atmosphere that leaves the reader constantly questioning what is real and what is
imagined.  This  feeling  of  unease  is  amplified  by  the  power  of  suggestion,  as  the  woman's
words subtly manipulate the man's own memories and beliefs, blurring the line between
reality and fantasy.

Themes of Loss, Love, and Identity: The story explores the themes of loss, love, and identity,
all of which are intertwined with the overarching theme of war and its repercussions. The
missing objects, the missing war, and the missing Kissinger all symbolize the lingering impact
of  the  past  on  the  present,  and  how  these  experiences  shape  our  identity  and  our
understanding of love and loss.

The Elusive Truth: The story doesn't offer a definitive answer to the mystery of the missing
items or the true nature of the woman's calls. Instead, it leaves the reader with a lingering
sense of  unease,  prompting them to ponder the questions raised by the narrative.  The
ambiguity allows for multiple interpretations and encourages the reader to engage with the
story on a deeper level,  exploring the complexities of  memory,  reality,  and the human
condition.

Conclusion

"Missing Kissinger" is a quintessential Etgar Keret story, a masterfully crafted narrative that
blends surrealism, humor, and profound observation into a deeply affecting piece of literary
art. By exploring the absurdity of war, the unreliable nature of memory, and the unsettling
power  of  the  uncanny,  Keret  forces  the  reader  to  confront  the  fragility  of  truth,  the
complexity of human relationships, and the enduring impact of the past on our present. The
story lingers in the mind long after the final page, leaving a lasting impression on the reader
and prompting them to question the very nature of reality.
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become easier than ever before. The ability
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revolutionized the way we consume written
content. Whether you are a student looking
for course material, an avid reader searching

for your next favorite book, or a professional
seeking  research  papers,  the  option  to
download  MissingKissingerEtgarKeret  has
opened  up  a  wor ld  of  possib i l i t ies.
Downloading  MissingKissingerEtgarKeret
provides numerous advantages over physical
copies of books and documents. Firstly, it is
incredibly convenient. Gone are the days of
carrying  around  heavy  textbooks  or  bulky
folders filled with papers.  With the click of  a
button,  you can gain immediate access to
valuable  resources  on  any  device.  This
convenience  allows  for  efficient  studying,
researching,  and  reading  on  the  go.
Moreover,  the  cost-effective  nature  of
downloading MissingKissingerEtgarKeret has
democratized  knowledge.  Traditional  books
and  academic  journals  can  be  expensive,
making it difficult for individuals with limited
financial resources to access information. By
offering  free  PDF  downloads,  publishers  and
authors  are  enabling  a  wider  audience  to
benefit  from  their  work.  This  inclusivity
promotes  equal  opportunities  for  learning
and personal  growth.  There  are  numerous
websites and platforms where individuals can
download MissingKissingerEtgarKeret. These
websites  range  from  academic  databases
offering  research  papers  and  journals  to
online libraries with an expansive collection
of books from various genres. Many authors
and  publishers  also  upload  their  work  to
specific websites, granting readers access to
their  content  without  any  charge.  These
platforms not only provide access to existing
literature  but  also  serve  as  an  excellent
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platform for undiscovered authors to share
their  work  with  the  world.  However,  it  is
essential  to be cautious while downloading
MissingKissingerEtgarKeret.  Some  websites
may offer pirated or illegally obtained copies
of  copyrighted  material.  Engaging  in  such
activities not only violates copyright laws but
also  undermines  the  efforts  of  authors,
publishers,  and  researchers.  To  ensure
ethical downloading, it is advisable to utilize
reputable  websites  that  prioritize  the legal
distribution  of  content.  When  downloading
MissingKissingerEtgarKeret,  users  should
also  consider  the  potential  security  risks
associated  with  online  platforms.  Malicious
actors  may  exploit  vulnerabilities  in
unprotected websites to distribute malware
or  steal  personal  information.  To  protect

themselves,  individuals should ensure their
devices  have  reliable  antivirus  software
installed and validate the legitimacy of the
websites  they  are  downloading  from.  In
conclusion,  the  abi l i ty  to  download
MissingKissingerEtgarKeret  has  transformed
the  way  we  access  information.  With  the
convenience,  cost-effectiveness,  and
accessibility  it  offers,  free  PDF  downloads
have become a popular choice for students,
researchers,  and  book  lovers  worldwide.
However,  it  is  crucial  to  engage in  ethical
downloading practices and prioritize personal
security when utilizing online platforms. By
doing so, individuals can make the most of
the vast array of free PDF resources available
and  embark  on  a  journey  of  continuous
learning and intellectual growth.


