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Meta Explore Paolo Diacono's Historia Langobardorum, a crucial source for Lombard history.
This guide provides detailed analysis, reading tips, historical context, and common pitfalls to
avoid when studying this seminal work.
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Paolo Diacono's Historia Langobardorum (History of the Lombards) is a foundational text for
understanding the history of the Lombards, a Germanic people who migrated to Italy in the
6th century  CE and established a  kingdom that  profoundly  influenced the region's  political,
social, and cultural landscape. This guide offers a comprehensive exploration of the Historia,
covering its historical context, literary style, interpretation, and critical analysis. We will delve
into practical steps for engaging with this primary source, highlighting best practices and
potential pitfalls.

I. Historical Context: Understanding the Time and Author

Paolo Diacono (c. 720 – c. 799 CE), a Lombard monk and writer, composed the Historia
Langobardorum  during  the  Carolingian  era,  a  period  of  significant  political  and  cultural
change in Europe. Understanding this context is vital for interpreting his work. The Lombards,
after a period of relative independence, had recently been conquered by the Franks under
Charlemagne.  This  political  reality  likely  influenced  Diacono’s  narrative,  potentially  shaping
his portrayal of both Lombard rulers and their Frankish conquerors.

II. The Historia Langobardorum: Structure and Content

The  Historia  is  divided  into  six  books,  covering  Lombard  history  from  their  origins  in
Scandinavia  (according to  Diacono's  account)  to  the late  8th  century.  It's  not  a  purely
objective account; it is deeply imbued with the author's perspective and aims. Key aspects
include:

Legendary  Origins:  The  early  books  contain  legendary  elements,  blending  historical
narratives with myths and folklore, common in early medieval historiography.
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Genealogical  Focus:  Diacono  emphasizes  lineage  and  the  role  of  key  figures  in  shaping
Lombard history.  He presents detailed genealogies of  Lombard kings,  emphasizing their
ancestry and legitimacy.
Religious  and  Political  Narrative:  The  Historia  intertwines  religious  and  political  events,
showcasing the impact of Christianity on Lombard society.
Bias and Perspective: It's crucial to recognize Diacono's pro-Lombard bias and his attempts to
legitimize Lombard rule, especially considering the Carolingian context.

III. Analyzing Historia Langobardorum: A Step-by-Step Approach

Analyzing a primary source like the Historia Langobardorum requires a methodical approach:

Step 1: Contextualization: Place the text within its historical and cultural context. Consider
the author's background, motivations, and potential biases.

Step 2:  Close Reading: Carefully read selected passages or chapters.  Note key themes,
characters,  and events.  Pay attention to  the language and style.  For  example,  analyze
Diacono's descriptions of battles and the language he uses to characterize different figures.

Step  3:  Source  Criticism:  Evaluate  the  reliability  and  credibility  of  Diacono's  account.
Compare his narrative with other historical sources (e.g.,  Frankish chronicles) to identify
potential discrepancies and biases.

Step  4:  Interpretation:  Formulate  your  own  interpretation  of  the  Historia.  Consider  its
significance within the broader context of  early medieval  history and its  contribution to our
understanding of the Lombards.

Example:  Diacono’s  account  of  the  Lombard  conquest  of  Italy  differs  from  other
contemporary sources. Comparing his narrative with Byzantine chronicles allows for a more
nuanced understanding of the events.

IV. Best Practices and Common Pitfalls

Best Practices:

Utilize  Multiple  Translations:  Compare  different  translations  of  the  Historia  to  gain  a  more
complete understanding.
Consult  Secondary  Scholarship:  Engage  with  scholarly  articles  and  books  that  analyze
Diacono's work.
Engage with the Original Latin (if possible): Direct access to the original Latin can enrich
understanding and allow for a more nuanced analysis.

Common Pitfalls:
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Accepting the Historia at Face Value: Avoid taking the Historia as an objective, unbiased
historical account. Recognize its limitations and inherent biases.
Ignoring Contradictory Sources: Failing to consider other contemporary accounts can lead to
a skewed understanding of events.
Overemphasizing Legendary Elements: While the legendary elements are interesting, they
should not be treated as historically accurate without careful scrutiny.

V. The Legacy of the Historia Langobardorum:

Diacono's  Historia  Langobardorum remains  a  cornerstone of  Lombard  studies,  providing
invaluable insights into their history, culture, and political organization. Its impact extends
beyond Lombard history, offering a valuable case study in early medieval historiography and
the challenges of interpreting primary sources. The work's enduring legacy is its contribution
to our understanding of a pivotal period in European history.

VI.

Paolo  Diacono's  Historia  Langobardorum is  a  complex and multifaceted text  demanding
careful  analysis  and  contextualization.  By  employing  a  methodical  approach  and
acknowledging the limitations of primary sources, scholars can glean significant insights into
the  history  of  the  Lombards  and the  early  medieval  world.  This  guide  has  provided  a
framework for engaging with this crucial historical source.

VII. FAQs:

1. What is the main argument or purpose of the Historia Langobardorum?

The main purpose is to record and celebrate the history of the Lombard people, emphasizing
their kings and their role in shaping Italy's history. This was done, in part, to create a sense of
collective identity and legitimize Lombard rule, even amidst the changing political landscape
under Frankish dominance.

2. How reliable is the Historia Langobardorum as a historical source?

Its reliability varies throughout. The later parts, closer to Diacono’s own time, tend to be more
reliable  than  the  earlier,  more  legendary  sections.  It's  essential  to  cross-reference  its
information with other sources and to consider the author's biases and perspective.

3.  What  are  some  key  differences  between  Diacono's  account  and  other  contemporary
accounts  of  Lombard  history?

Different  sources,  such  as  Byzantine  chronicles  or  Frankish  annals,  often  offer  differing
perspectives  on  Lombard  military  campaigns,  political  alliances,  and  internal  struggles.



4

Comparing these sources allows for a more balanced and comprehensive picture of Lombard
history.

4. How does the Historia Langobardorum reflect the cultural and religious context of its time?

The  Historia  reflects  the  strong  influence  of  Christianity  on  Lombard  society  and  culture.
Diacono’s  account  often  interweaves  religious  events  and  interpretations  with  political
narratives, reflecting the close relationship between Church and state in early medieval Italy.

5. What are some significant scholarly debates surrounding the Historia Langobardorum?

Debates center around the reliability of certain events, the interpretation of Diacono’s biases,
and the degree to which legendary elements should be considered in constructing a historical
narrative.  Scholarly  discussions  also  consider  the  political  context  of  its  writing  and its
influence on later historical interpretations of the Lombards.
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Depository, and various online
bookstores offer a wide range of books
in physical and digital formats.
What are the different book formats2.
available? Hardcover: Sturdy and
durable, usually more expensive.
Paperback: Cheaper, lighter, and more
portable than hardcovers. E-books:
Digital books available for e-readers
like Kindle or software like Apple
Books, Kindle, and Google Play Books.
How do I choose a3.
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi book
to read? Genres: Consider the genre
you enjoy (fiction, non-fiction, mystery,
sci-fi, etc.). Recommendations: Ask
friends, join book clubs, or explore
online reviews and recommendations.
Author: If you like a particular author,
you might enjoy more of their work.
How do I take care of4.
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi
books? Storage: Keep them away from
direct sunlight and in a dry
environment. Handling: Avoid folding
pages, use bookmarks, and handle
them with clean hands. Cleaning:
Gently dust the covers and pages
occasionally.
Can I borrow books without buying5.
them? Public Libraries: Local libraries
offer a wide range of books for
borrowing. Book Swaps: Community
book exchanges or online platforms
where people exchange books.
How can I track my reading progress or6.

manage my book collection? Book
Tracking Apps: Goodreads,
LibraryThing, and Book Catalogue are
popular apps for tracking your reading
progress and managing book
collections. Spreadsheets: You can
create your own spreadsheet to track
books read, ratings, and other details.
What are7.
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi
audiobooks, and where can I find
them? Audiobooks: Audio recordings of
books, perfect for listening while
commuting or multitasking. Platforms:
Audible, LibriVox, and Google Play
Books offer a wide selection of
audiobooks.
How do I support authors or the book8.
industry? Buy Books: Purchase books
from authors or independent
bookstores. Reviews: Leave reviews on
platforms like Goodreads or Amazon.
Promotion: Share your favorite books
on social media or recommend them to
friends.
Are there book clubs or reading9.
communities I can join? Local Clubs:
Check for local book clubs in libraries
or community centers. Online
Communities: Platforms like Goodreads
have virtual book clubs and discussion
groups.
Can I read10.
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi
books for free? Public Domain Books:
Many classic books are available for
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free as theyre in the public domain.
Free E-books: Some websites offer free
e-books legally, like Project Gutenberg
or Open Library.

PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi Offers over
60,000 free eBooks, including many classics
that are in the public domain. Open Library:
Provides  access  to  over  1  million  free
eBooks,  including  classic  literature  and
c o n t e m p o r a r y  w o r k s .
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi  Offers  a
vast collection of books, some of which are
available  for  free  as  PDF  downloads,
particularly older books in the public domain.
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi  :  This
website  hosts  a  vast  collection  of  scientific
articles,  books,  and  textbooks.  While  it
operates  in  a  legal  gray  area  due  to
copyright issues, its a popular resource for
finding various publications. Internet Archive
for  PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi  :  Has
an  extensive  collection  of  digital  content,
including books, articles, videos, and more. It
has a massive library of free downloadable
b o o k s .  F r e e - e B o o k s
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi  Offers  a
diverse range of free eBooks across various
genres.  PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi
Focuses  mainly  on  educational  books,
textbooks,  and business books.  It  offers free
PDF  downloads  for  educational  purposes.
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi Provides a
large  selection  of  free  eBooks  in  different
genres, which are available for download in
various  formats,  including  PDF.  Finding

specific  PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi,
e s p e c i a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi,  might  be
challenging as theyre often artistic creations
rather  than  practical  blueprints.  However,
you can explore the following steps to search
for or create your own Online Searches: Look
for websites, forums, or blogs dedicated to
P a o l o D i a c o n o S t o r i a D e i L o n g o b a r d i ,
Sometimes enthusiasts  share  their  designs
or  concepts  in  PDF  format.  Books  and
M a g a z i n e s  S o m e
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi  books  or
magazines might include. Look for these in
online  stores  or  libraries.  Remember  that
while  PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi,
sharing  copyrighted  material  without
permission is not legal. Always ensure youre
either creating your own or obtaining them
from legitimate  sources  that  allow sharing
and downloading. Library Check if your local
library  offers  eBook  lending  services.  Many
libraries have digital catalogs where you can
borrow  PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi
eBooks  for  f ree,  inc luding  popular
titles.Online Retailers: Websites like Amazon,
Google  Books,  or  Apple  Books  often  sell
eBooks.  Sometimes,  authors  or  publishers
offer  promotions  or  free  periods  for  certain
books.Authors Website Occasionally, authors
provide excerpts or short stories for free on
their websites. While this might not be the
PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi full book ,
it can give you a taste of the authors writing
style.Subscription  Services  Platforms  like
Kindle Unlimited or Scribd offer subscription-
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b a s e d  a c c e s s  t o  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f PaoloDiaconoStoriaDeiLongobardi  eBooks,
including  some  popular  titles.


